Alberto Vasquez


Alberto Vasquez was born July 11, 1955 and was diagnosed with kidney cancer during 2007. Throughout his career, Mr. Vasquez worked for a variety of employers, initially as a truck driver hauling used oilfield pipe and later as a pipe inspector/cleaner. 

During his time as a truck driver Mr. Vasquez traveled between abandoned drill sites collecting used pipe. Mr. Vasquez recalls that the pipes were frequently covered with a variety of scale, sludge and rust. While at these sites, Mr. Vasquez would load pipes by hand (~85% of the time) and haul them to sites up to 15 hours away. Later in his career, Mr. Vasquez worked in an oilfield performing a variety of tasks. Much of the time he was covered with mud and would frequently stand next to stacks of pipe. Mr. Vasquez has also worked in pipe yards, traveling between various yards to set up and operate machinery to clean and inspect used pipes. Mr. Vasquez recalls that he used an air rattler while operating in the yards and that the inspection machine used X-rays to image the 
pipe. While in the yards Mr. Vasquez did not wear any type of face mask or respirator. 


During his career Mr. Vasquez was occupationally exposed to direct gamma radiation from sludge/scale on the floor of pipe yards and drill rigs (groundshine) and alpha radiation from the ingestion and inhalation of sludge/scale at pipe yards and drilling sites. His total minimum radiation dose is calculated to be 160.5 rems while the total maximum radiation dose is calculated as 2097.5 rems. The likelihood that his cancer was caused by his radioactive exposures was determined to be 96.91%.  It is more likely than not that Mr. Vasquez’s cancer was caused by his exposure to radioactive materials while on the job.

